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FEBRUARY 16 MEETING - The League will 
meet with Delta Sigma Theta at the West 
Huntington Library at 10 am on February 16. 
The speaker will be Sandra Clements who 
will update our groups on the Fairfield 
Inhovatioh C o irido r'
Background -  In 2017, Huntington was 
chosen as "America's Best Community" and 
was awarded $3 million to revitalize our city. 
Residents, businesses, non-profits, and faith 
based leaders came together to prepare the 
Huntington Innovation Project. Last spring 
Margaret Mary Layne presented to the 
League an overview of the program. The 
Fairfield area is just-one of the areas that is 
the target for revitalization. We will have the 
opportunity to hear what the dreams are for 
the community, what plans are on paper, 
and how far along they are in the 
implementation.
We thank Delta Sigma Theta for including 
the League in its regular meeting, and 
planning the program.
solar array on a customer's property. The 
customer agrees to purchase electricity 
produced by the array at a fixed rate typically 
lower than that of the local utility) for a 
specific time-period, usuaJj^S years.
CALENDAR - February is Black History 
Month. Check Marshall University's calendar 
for the list of interesting events.
■ February 7 -  E-Day at the Legislature.
■ February 14-H appy 99^̂  Birthday to 
the League of Women Voters.
■ February 16, 10 am. West
Huntington Library. Meeting with 
Delta Sigma Theta.
■ February 19, 1 pm Foundation Hall, 
MU. Amicus Curiae Lecture. The 
Honorable Robert Wilkins, U.S. Court 
of Appeals for the D.C. Circuit, author 
of Long Road to Hard Truth: The 100- 
Year Mission to Create the National 
Museum of African American History 
and Culture.
CLIMATE CHANGE - Most Americans 
recognize that our climate is changing 
resulting in floods, fires, expanding the levels 
of oceans, and the proliferation of 
destructive insects such as pine beetles that 
used to be controlled by longer winters. 
What can we do? At the public policy level, 
we can urge our legislators to pass laws that 
encourage the use of solar energy. SB 409 
would allow West Virginia to provide for 
Power Purchase Agreements (PPA). They 
would allow tax-paying third party 
developers to install, own, and operate a
WELCOME TO OUR NEW MEMBER - Sheila 
Hauser.
GUIDE TO THE WEST VIRGINIA 
LEGISLATURE - The Guide includes contact 
information for Cabell County legislators. 
Contact Helen Gibbins if you would like an 
emailed copy, gibbins@frontier.com.
DIRECTORY OF PUBLIC OFFICIALS, 
WORKERS in the Herald-Dispatch's digital 
version. Marcia Daoust is updating it.
/
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WV'S ROLLER COASTER -  WATER QUALITY 
STANDARDS - Under WV's Triennial Review of 
its water quality standards, which included 
public hearings and comments, the WV 
Department of Environmental Protection (DEP) 
updated the human health criteria for 60 
chemicals in order to meet updated scientific 
standards, prepared by the US EPA in 2015. 
Under our present standards, WV is using 
regulations based on science conducted prior to 
1985.
But v^hen the WV Legislative Rule Making 
Review Committee rnet in November, it 
removed the 60 chemicals to be updated. When 
the Senate Energy, Industry and Mining 
Committee met during the regular session, it put 
the 60 chemicals back in the regulations -  SB 
167.
Here comes the next dip in the roller coaster -  
the Senate Judiciary Committee met on Feb.l, 
and removed the chemicals again under 
Committee Substitute for SB 167. Under the 
committee substitute, DEP must propose 
Updates to the human health criteria in the rule
before April 1, 2020 and put them out for public 
comment. The agency will submit the proposed 
updates for consideration by the 2021 legislative 
session.
Subsequently it was pointed out that the rule 
for these chemicals now allows outdated 
science to govern the amount of pollutants that 
can be discharged into the state's rivers and 
streams to the detriment o f all West Virginians. 
The US EPA had given ample time for 
stakeholders to review those chemicals under
the Manufacturers Association did not come 
forth during the review with their proposal to do 
a WV study of the criteria.
The next step will be the voting on Committee 
Substitute for 167 in the full Senate. The 
message to our Senators -  Vote NO on 
Committee Substitute for 167 and amend the 60 
chemicals back into the bill so they can be 
regulated now. The House of Delegates will also 
be reviewing and voting on the regulations.
/  /
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